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BEFORE TMR 
In 1924, the Boy Scout Foundation of Greater New York began its search for 
property for its new summer camp, with the following requirements:


" It must be a very large parcel of land. 


" Lakes, streams, swamps, timberland, and few main roads. 


" Relative isolation from settled communities.


" Accessibility by rail, water and public highways.


" An adequate water supply.


In 1927 and 1929, the Foundation purchased these 10,000+ acres of lakes 

and woodlands, giving us TMR. The property was sparsely occupied and 

largely undeveloped, satisfying all of the requirements.  Why was this 

particular property suitable for purchase by the NYC Scouts?  

This exhibit examines how the Ten Mile River Scouts Camps property was 

used before its purchase by the Boy Scout Foundation of Greater New York.  


Three of the five original TMR Borough Camps utilized buildings from youth 

camps already on their sites when purchased by the NYC Scouts in 1927 & 

1929.  TMR’s history starts with the history of these youth camps.


HOW WAS THE PROPERTY USED BEFORE TMR? 

LUMBERING - The first major industry in the region was lumbering, with 

sawmills on most every lake and stream.  This largely ended by the 1880s 
when all the desirable lumber had been cut down.  


HUNTING & FISHING - The woods were used for bear & deer hunting and the 

lakes were used for fishing.  The Ten Mile River was a famous trout stream.


TOURIST ACCOMODATIONS - The Erie Railroad provided easy access to  

the Tusten and Narrowsburg Stations starting in 1848.  Visitors started 
coming from N.Y.C. in large numbers to escape the summer heat and stayed 

for the summer.   Farm houses started taking in boarders during the summer 

months (Rock Lake & Fox Lake), boarding houses and hotels were 

constructed (Crystal Lake, Half Moon Lake, Turnpike Lake).  Youth Camps 
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opened on Rock Lake and Crystal Lake.  The Erie Railroad and the Brooklyn 

Daily Eagle published Summer Home Directories listing facilities available for 
summer rental.


1883 - George and William Van Allen purchased 4,000 acres for their summer 

estate centered on Crystal Lake, naming it the Van Allen Grange.  The 

Sullivan County Turtle Club was a frequent visitor.


1911 - The Minisink Company purchased 4,000 acres adjacent to the 

Delaware River, including Rock Lake and Davis Lake, to develop and sell for 
summer homes.


Post Oûces were one of the few government services provided. 


WHO FOUND TMR? 

The real estate firm of Gaul & Kampfer in Yonkers, NY was hired by the Boy 

Scout Foundation of Greater New York to assist it in its property search.  

Gaul & Kampfer found and assembled the property in the original 1927 

purchase that gave us TMR.


WHAT WAS ON THE PROPERTY? 

Gaul & Kampfer gave the Boy Scout Foundation of Greater New York an 

inventory of all the buildings and structures in their proposed 10,440 acres 

“Ten Mile River Tract:” 


2 Hotels 12 Chicken Coops or Brooders 

9 Houses 1 Pig Stable 

21 Cottages & Bungalows 15 Shacks & Sheds 

6 Garages 2 Corn Cribs 

10 Barns 3 Woodsheds 

1 Warehouse 2 Blacksmith Shops 

3 Ice Houses 

Most buildings were in the Town of Tusten or around the two hotels.  These 

structures were either incorporated into the original TMR Borough Camps or 
destroyed.  We can see that the land was primarily used for farming, especially 
raising chickens, but there was no heavy or even minor industry. 
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WHY PURCHASE TMR? 
Why did the Boy Scout Foundation of Greater New York purchase these 10,000+ 

acres in 1927 & 1929?   How did the previous property owners develop the land 

and in what ways did this impact the construction of the five original Borough 

Camps in 1928, 1929 and 1930?


In 1924, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the Boy Scout Foundation of 

Greater New York, started the search for a permanent summer camp for the NYC 

Scouts.  Since 1917, the Scouts had rented facilities at the Kanohwahke Scout 

Camps in Harriman State Park, but these were quickly becoming 

overcrowded. For two years, potential sites within 50 mi. of NYC were examined by 

FDR and two judges, Frederic Kernochan and James Cropsey, but none were 

found that satisfied the various requirements.


The real estate firm of Gaul & Kampfer in Yonkers, NY 

was hired to assist the search beyond the original 50 mi. 

limit.   It reported to the Boy Scout Foundation that after 

a nine-month search it had purchased or obtained options 

to 10,440 acres of contiguous property consisting of 

twenty-two parcels near Narrowsburg, NY.    Gaul & 

Kampfer had multiple options expiring soon and asked 

the Boy Scout Foundation to approve purchasing the 

properties or the entire plan would fall apart.  The Boy Scout Foundation 

eventually accepted the Gaul & Kampfer plan and we have the Ten Mile River 

Scout Camps as the result.


The NYC Scouts were looking for undeveloped woodlands for their summer camp.  
What kept these properties mainly undeveloped and therefore suitable for 

purchase? The answer lies with property purchases in 1883, 1911, 1925 and 1927, 

which made up most of original TMR.


In 1883, George and William Van Allen, wealthy printing press manufactures in 

NYC, purchased 4,000 acres of woodlands from Tylertown and Smith Mill south, 

including Crystal Lake and Half Moon Lake. They developed the property into an 

elaborate country estate called the Van Allen Grange, and used it for hunting, 

fishing and farming.  George Van Allen constructed multiple buildings, including 

his three-story residence and a clubhouse, and improved his property 

extensively.  Lumbering was not permitted. The Sullivan County Turtle Club, 

TMR  

in 1927
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mainly purchasers of his printing presses, visited the property for a week each 

summer and fall, hunting, fishing and telling tales around the fireplace.   Shortly 

before he died in 1917, Van Allen sold the property, which changed owners 

multiple times over the next ten years.


In 1925, Isidor Liebow of Brooklyn purchased 800 acres of the former Van Allen 

Grange, including Crystal Lake, to establish Camp Utopia with both boy and girl 

sections.  The NYC Scouts purchased his property in 1929. Many of his camp 

buildings were incorporated into Camp Manhattan and Camp Man when they 

opened in 1930.


In 1927, the NYC Scouts purchased the remainder of the former Van Allen 

Grange, including part of Half-Moon Lake. 

In 1911, the Minisink Company of N.Y.C. purchased from Mrs. Estelle B. 

Crawford of Tusten 3,000 acres of property bordering the Delaware River, 

including the Town of Tusten, Rock Lake and Davis Lake areas. The company 

announced plans to develop the area around the Tusten railroad station into a 

modern community, complete with streets, homes, electricity and water.  The 

Minisink Company planned to sell individual lots to city people who wished to 

have a summer home along the Delaware River. Other property would be sold for 

farming and Davis Lake would be sold for a camp or country estate. Two bridges 

would be constructed over the Delaware River to Pennsylvania. The bridges were 

never built and the development was a complete bust, leaving the property largely 

unchanged. In 1917, Mrs. Crawford tried to sell the property again in a real estate 

publication.


In 1927, Camp Greater Utopia, a youth camp, moved from Lackawaxen, PA to 

Rock Lake, constructed a dozen large buildings and was renamed the Rock Lake 

Country Club.   It operated only for the 1927 summer season. Gaul & Kampfer 

was able to obtain the Rock Lake Country Club and the remaining Crawford 

property as part of the original 1927 TMR purchase.  The Rock Lake Country 

Club buildings were largely incorporated into the Brooklyn Scout Camps when it 

opened in 1928.


It was the decision of George and William Van Allen to keep their Van Allen 

Grange mainly undeveloped and the failure of the Minisink Company 

development that kept their properties mainly woodlands and suitable for purchase 

by the Boy Scout Foundation of Greater New York in 1927 and 1929. 
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LUMBERING AT TMR
Beginning in the early 1800s, lumbering was the first major industry in the 
region. Land was cheap and the businessmen who owned large tracts of lumber 
did not live here but operated their lumbering businesses through agents.  There 

was extensive lumbering on TMR’s property until the 1880s.


Felling, trimming and sawing logs was very diûcult work. At its height, more 
than 10,000 persons were employed as choppers, sawyers, teamsters and 

raftsmen.  Most rivers and lakes on TMR’s property had sawmills. The Ten Mile 

River Village had several. Local sawmills produced adequate supplies of planks 
for flooring, doors and roofing. Some cut lumber was used for local construction 
but most was rafted downstream for sale elsewhere.


There was a sawmill at the outlet of Big Pond (Crystal Lake) as early as 1810. 

Between 1856-1875, there were sawmills on the outlets to today’s Lake 

Nianque, Turnpike Lake, Fox Lake, and Mahl’s Pond. There was a sawmill 

near the Stone Arch Bridge at least until the 1930s.


In 1764, Daniel Skinner is credited with the idea of tying together logs into 
rafts, then floating them on the spring river floods down the Delaware River to 

lumber markets in Philadelphia and later Easton, MD. The logs were bound 
together with poles into large rafts on the banking grounds along the Delaware 
River, and then floated down the river, a trip of several days. Raftsmen stayed 
overnight at local taverns and hotels, boosting local economies.

Ten Mile River Sawmill - 1930s

Rafts were assembled and 
launched on rafting grounds at 
practically every likely spot along 
the river, including near TMR 
property. At first, timber was cut 
almost at the water’s edge. But 
as time went on and the timber 
became scarcer, they hauled it 
f ro m f a r t h e r b a c k i n t h e 
moun ta i ns . T imbe rs we re 
skidded down the mountainsides 
and hauled to the banking 
grounds, first by yokes of oxen, 
and later by teams of horses.
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CANFELD POND/ROCK LAKE

Canfield Pond (later Rock Lake) was 
dammed so that logs could float to 
its northern end and slide down the 
mountainside on a lumbering chute 

to the Ten Mile River below it.  The 

logs were floated to the Delaware 

R i v e r w h e re r a f t s c o u l d b e 
assembled for the trip south.

There was a Lumbering Camp overlooking the northern end of Rock Lake.  

Starting in the 1970s, a variety of coins and metal artifacts were found there 

by Russell and Florence Hannah, some of which are on display at the Ten 

Mile River Scout Museum. The first coin (found by Florence) was dated 

1757.  Artifacts found included: old-style metal buttons, old bullets, a shoe 
buckle, parts of three-legged iron pots, colonial-type eating utensils, a colonial 
knife, various-sized oxen shoes and dozens of assorted nails.  There are 
indications of buildings on the site, including a foundation. The nearby 

Brooklyn Camp’s Rim Trail was famed as an old logging road.

Canfield Pond Map - 1875

Lumbering 

Camp

Colonial Coins Found by Russell and Florence Hannah on TMR Property
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THE TEN MILE RIVER

AN ACT making Ten Mile river a public 
highway. Passed April 15, 1857.

In 1857, the New York State legislature 

passed an act making the Ten Mile River 
a public highway for the purposes of 
rafting, running, floating and navigating 
rafts, lumber, timber and logs.  The act 

applied from Stevens’ dam at Cochecton 

Centre in the town of Cochecton, to the 
Dunn roleway at or near the head of 

Mapes’ pond in the the town of Tusten.  
Owners of the lands through which the 

Ten Mile River flowed could still erect 
dams provided that the they did not 
interfere with or obstruct the navigation of 
the river for the purposes stated in the 
act.

Ten Mile River Map - 1875

The Ten Mile River runs from the Town of Bethel to the Delaware River at 
Tusten. In the 1800s there were extensive lumbering operations and saw mills 
along its length.  During each spring flood, the lumber and sawed wood were 
floated down the Ten Mile River to the Delaware River.  Sometimes, the lumber 
was sawed at mills in Tusten.

Ten Mile River
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Middletown Daily Press - Sept. 26, 1876 Middletown Daily Argus - Apr. 10, 1880

The End of Lumbering at TMR - By 1882, the Ten Mile River region had 
sent out large quantities of lumber each year until the previous two years, but 
the supply up that creek was about all gone.  Pine seems to have flourished 
in that neighborhood better, and to have lasted longer than at any other point 
on the river.  Narrowsburg was also a considerable lumber port, the lumber 
being cut principally in Wayne county, Pa., although there was a time when 
Sullivan county on the Narrowsburg or New York side also furnished her 
quota.  There were yet a few rafts rafted here, but nothing in proportion to 
what was rafted twenty years before, and the day was not far when the “last 

log” at that rafting ground would find its way into the river, and it is doubtful if 
there were twenty rafts put into the river, and including those rafted the 
coming spring.
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1898 1899 1904 1905

The Upper Delaware River Valley Region was very popular for fishing.  The 

Erie Railroad provided fishermen fast and convenient service to the Tusten 

and Narrowsburg Stations. First farmhouses, boarding houses and then 
hotels provided overnight accommodations. 


From 1897-1906 the Erie Railroad published “Fishing on the Picturesque 

Erie,” with accurate information on how and where to fish in the best lakes, 
streams and ponds on all divisions of the Erie within 200 miles from New 
York City.  For each station, the book provided details on local fishing 
opportunities, including types of fish found, their weights, rates of fare, cost 
of boats, stocking history, and fishing advice.


Fishermen from local towns and New York City fished on Big Pond (Crystal 

Lake), Canfield Pond (Rock Lake), Davis Pond (Davis Lake), and Half 

Moon Pond (Half Moon Lake).  The Ten Mile River was a famous trout 

stream and listed in “Fishing on the Picturesque Erie.”  Ice fishing was 
also popular on the lakes in the winter.

Fishing on the Picturesque Erie books

FISHING AT TMR
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Crystal Lake was known as Big Pond until the late 1800s.  It was very 

popular for fishing pickerel.   In 1878, Martin Clark speared 40 Ibs. of pickerel 

and eels in Big Pond.  The Sullivan County Turtle Club fished on Big Pond 

on the Van Allen Grange property.

BIG POND/CRYSTAL LAKE

An Early Morning Fishing Party - Photos of the 

Sullivan County Turtle Club at the Van Allen 

Grange,  July 1901 - The American Printer

The Evening Gazette - Oct. 31, 1888

Monticello Republican Watchman  

- Oct. 9, 1925

Monticello Republican Watchman - Oct. 21, 1904

Republican Watchman - Feb. 28, 1890

The Evening Gazette - March 4, 1891

The Evening Gazette - May 27, 1897
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CANFIELD POND/ROCK LAKE
As early as 1878, Canfield Pond (later Rock Lake) was known for its pickerel.  

In 1879, pickerel, catfish and a snapping-turtle were caught.  Mr. J.Q.A. 

Conner and two sons caught 209 fish there in 1895.

Fishing for Bass on Rock Lake postcard Republican Watchman - 1878

DAVIS POND/DAVIS LAKE
Davis Pond (later Davis Lake) was known for its pickerel.  In 1892, a party of 

four from Narrowsburg brought home 68 pickerel.  In 1900, five fishermen 

from Long Eddy fished at Davis Lake and then the Westcoolang lake in 
Pennsylvania, returning that night with 147 pickerel, the finest mess of fish 
ever seen in Long Eddy.

Sullivan County Record - 

Jan 18, 1900
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HALF-MOON POND/HALF MOON LAKE

In 1893, Joe Engelmann, E. F. Branning and several others from Narrowsburg, 

camped at Half-Moon Pond. They spent their time fishing and otherwise 
enjoying themselves. They reported that they caught all the fish in the pond.


Republican Watchman - July 14, 1893
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THE TEN MILE RIVER
The Ten Mile River was a famous trout stream, listed in “Fishing on the 

Picturesque Erie,” published by the Erie Railroad.  Fishermen were advised 

to engage a carriage at Narrowsburg, drive three miles to the Ten Mile River 

and fish down to Tusten, a distance of about six miles. It was stocked multiple 

times between 1897 and 1904 with brook trout fry and fingerlings. In 1919, 
H.J. Stidd captured a record trout 22 in. long with a girth of 14 in. and 

weighing 4 1/2 lbs.  The fish fought for 35 minutes.  In 1917, the Ten Mile 

River was recognized as one of the most prolific fishing streams in the region. 

Ten Mile River post card.   “Good Trout Stream” at the 

Stone Arch Bridge

Ten Mile River 

Fishing on the Picturesque Erie - 1904

H.J. Stidd - caught trout from the Ten Mile River. 

Hunter, Trader, Trapper Magazine - May, 1920
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The Upper Delaware River Valley Region was very popular for deer and bear 

hunting by local residents and visitors.  The Erie Railroad provided quick and 

convenient service to the Tusten and Narrowsburg train stations. Local 
farmhouses, boarding houses and hotels provided accommodations.  Hunters 

went to Big Pond (Crystal Lake), Half Moon Pond (Half Moon Lake) and the 

Ten Mile River.  Very large deers or bears caught merited an article in the 
local newspapers.  Today, the TMR property is still very popular for deer 
hunting, within season.


HUNTING AT TMR

The Sullivan County Turtle Club hunted on the Van Allen Grange.  It was the 
aim of every member of the club to bring down a bear, or if not a bear, at least 

a deer. In 1905, Philip Ruston actually shot a bear, and provided a photo to 
prove it.


The bear that Philip 

Ruxton shot. 

The American Printer - 

Dec. 1905
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Big Pond (Crystal Lake) was popular for deer and bear hunting.  As early as 

1878, a party from Middletown spent a week camping out near Big Pond, 
fishing and hunting, and living partially on the fruits of their skill.   No recreation 
was considered more healthful than this, and it was becoming more popular 
each year.   


BIG POND/CRYSTAL LAKE

Monticello Republican Watchman  

- Nov. 27, 1885

Monticello Republican Watchman  

- Oct. 21, 1904

The Evening Telegram - Nov. 15, 1916 Monticello Republican Watchman  

- Nov. 10, 1922
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HALF-MOON POND/HALF-MOON LAKE
In 1894, a party of hunters consisting of H.A. Hopler, of Port Jervis; William 
and Harvey Tyler, of Beaver Brook, killed a fine doe weighing 150 pounds, near 

Half-Moon pond. 

In 1884, William Janeway was hunting near the Ten Mile River when he fired at a 
large blue heron.  It fell to the ground, badly wounded.  With the idea of securing it 
alive the hunter laid down his gun and ran to the heron. The great bird struggled to 
its feet before Janeway reached it, and when it saw him approaching it turned and 
tried to run away but was hurt so that it could not, and fell again to the ground.   
Janeway hurried on, and bending over the heron to seize it, the bird sprang to meet 
him, and darting out its long neck, struck Janeway a blow in his face with its 
powerful beak that felled him to the ground half-stunned.  Eventually, after a 
struggle, Mr. Janeway strangled the bird to death and he was blinded in one eye.

The Port Jervis Union - Nov. 5, 1894

THE TEN MILE RIVER

Middletown Daily Argus - Nov. 3, 1902 

In 1902, Frank Taesell and E.D. DeWitt 

shot a two-pronged buck at Ten Mile 

River, back of Narrowsburgh.  Four 
bullets were fired into the deer before it 
fell. The buck which weighed 150 
pounds arrived in town this morning by 
express from Shohola.
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TMR LAKES & RIVERS
The TMR property is notable for its large number of lakes, including Crystal 

Lake, Rock Lake, Fox Lake, Turnpike Lake, Davis Lake and Half-Moon 

Lake.  The Ten Mile River was a famous trout stream.  In the late 1800s, 
when tourists started coming into the region in large numbers, many of the 
ponds were renamed, presumably to impress the visitors:


Old Name	 	 	 New Name 
Canfield Pond 		 	 Rock Lake

Big Pond 		 	 	 Crystal Lake

Mill Pond		 	 	 Turnpike Pond

Little Pond	 	 	 Fox Lake

Half-Moon Pond	 	 Half-Moon Lake


Sullivan County Map before 

name changes - 1891

Sullivan County Map after 

name changes - 1932

18



)

BIG POND/CRYSTAL LAKE
Big Pond (later Crystal Lake) was in the Van Allen Grange and was popular 
for boating and fishing pickerel. The three-story Van Allen Residence was 
located here, plus a bowling alley, boathouse, engine-house, machine shop, 
barns, stables, flower and vegetable gardens, and an orchard.  In 1897, owner 
George Van Allen obtained concrete for a stone dam to enlarge Big Pond.


Starting in 1917, the Van Allen Residence was utilized as a boarding house 
named Crystal Lake House and later Villa Switzerland.


In 1925, Crystal Lake and the adjacent property was sold to Isidor Liebow of 
Brooklyn, who opened Camp Utopia that summer, a youth camp with 
separate boy and girl divisions.


In September 1929, the Boy Scout Foundation of Greater New York 

purchased from Isidor Liebow and his wife the “Crystal Lake Tract” which 
was adjacent to the Ten Mile River Scout Camps (purchased in 1927).  Its 
buildings were incorporated into Camp Manhattan and Camp Man when 
they opened in 1930.


Between 1875 and 1922, maps of the area below Big Pond apparently 
showed it discharging into both Beaver Brook and Halfway Brook.


1875 - Beers 1891 - Colton’s
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TROUT POND
The early Van Allen Grange included Big Pond Place, with a large house, a 
barn, a trout pond and a fenced park of considerable size.  In 1897, Mr. Van 

Allen stocked his trout pond with three large loads of trout obtained from 
Liberty.  In 1900, Joseph Dexheimer of Beaver Brook and two city boarders 
were crossing Big Pond bridge when it collapsed.  The bridge spanned Big 

Pond brook, the outlet of Big Pond, just below Van Allen’s trout pond.  Mr. 

Dexheimer sued the town of Tusten for personal injuries and damage to his 
wagon and horses, receiving a favorable verdict and $1,000.


Crystal Lake Road was constructed between 1934-1937.  Trout Pond was a 
favorite site for overnight campouts by Scouts attending Camp Man. 

CANFIELD POND/ROCK LAKE
Canfield Pond (later Rock Lake) was popular for camping and fishing pickerel.


Camp Life at Rock Lake, Tusten, Sullivan Co., N.Y.

Republican Watchman - 1878

Tri-States Union - Aug 1, 1895 Middletown Daily Argus - July 3, 1907
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LITTLE POND/FOX LAKE
Fox Lake (Little Pond) had a farmhouse on it, with cows.  Like most lakes in 
the region, its frozen lake was harvested for ice in the winter. In 1912, 
Michael Frank Neumeyer, Sr. operated his Beaver Brook farmhouse as a 
boarding house. The Half Moon Lake Hotel across the road made it available 
to its guests.


HALF-MOON POND/ 

HALF-MOON LAKE
Above Half-Moon Lake was the famous Half Moon Lake Hotel.  Guests 
used the lake for bathing, boating and fishing.


Half-Moon 

Lake 

Postcard

Fox Lake view from Hotel, Narrowsburg, N.Y.Fox Lake Farm House, Beaver Brook,  

Sull County, N.Y.

Fox Lake Postcards
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MILL POND/TURNPIKE POND 

 TURNPIKE LAKE 

 MOUNT HOPE LAKE
Turnpike Lake (originally Mill Pond and Turnpike Pond) was on the 
Lumberland and Mount Hope Turnpike, a 1812 toll road between Wallkill, 

NY and Narrowsburg.  There are newspaper articles mentioning the “old 
Turnpike Pond” in Beaver Brook as far back as 1882.


Mount Hope Lake postcards were published with postmarks circa 
1906-1912.  About the same time, William Stewart started operating the 
nearby Mount Hope Lake House.  There was a sawmill on Mill Pond and a 
postcard identifies the dam on it as a Mill Dam.


Mill Dam, Mount 

Hope Lake, Beaver 

Brook, N.Y.  postcard, 

postmarked 1908.

Mount Hope Lake, 

Beaver Brook, N.Y. 

postcard, 

postmarked 1912.
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THE TEN MILE RIVER
The Ten Mile River was a famous trout stream, listed in “Fishing on the 

Picturesque Erie,” published by the Erie Railroad.  In 1917, the Ten Mile 

River was recognized as one of the most prolific fishing streams in the region. 

Ten Mile River Postcards

Bridge Over Ten-Mile River at Tustin (near Rock Lake), Sullivan Co., N.Y.  Good Trout Stream.

Ten Mile River River, Narrowsburg, N.Y.
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Before 1927, there were four post offices on TMR property: Ten Mile River, 
Delaware Bridge, Tusten, and Forestine/Crystal Lake.

Almost every town had its own post office.  Local residents initially had to pick 
up their mail at their local post office.  Very few post offices were owned by the 
federal government.  Most were located within businesses operated by the 
postmaster.  Routes that could not be accessed easily from a train depot or 
port were serviced by private contractors, called “Star Routes.”  The private 
contractors took mail from one post office to another or from a railroad station 
to a post office and usually also delivered mail to private mailboxes along the 
route.

“Star Route” home deliveries were eventually replaced with official Postal 
Carrier routes. 

POST OFFICES

Postal Carrier Route 
Map - 1897

Mail was delivered by 
rail to Masthope, PA, 
then transferred via a 

Star Route to the 
Tusten Post Office.
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TEN MILE RIVER POST OFFICE
From 1838 - 1842, there was a Ten Mile River Post Office, with postmaster 
Samuel Hankins, likely located at the W. Hankins Store on Crawford Road.

Service 

Aug. 31, 1838 - Aug. 16, 1842 Postmaster Date of Appointment 
	 	 	 	 	                 Samuel Hankins 	 31 August 1838

Tusten Map w/Hankins Store - 1875

Register of all Officers and Agents, Civil, Military, 
and Navel, in the service of the United States - 1839

Register of all Officers and Agents, Civil, 
Military, and Navel, in the service of the 

United States - 1843

Note: Disbanded Aug. 16, 1842.

Hankins 

Store
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The Erie Railroad first started service here in the 1840s with the erection of 
the Delaware Bridge Station, north of Ten Mile River Village (latter Tusten). 

From 1849 - 1863, there was a Delaware Bridge Post Office at the train 
station.

Service 

Nov. 5, 1849 - Aug. 5, 1853 Postmaster Date of Appointment 
	 	 	 	 	         Paul A. Tyler	 	 5 November 1849


Aug. 31, 1853 - Aug. 9, 1856 Postmaster Date of Appointment 
	 	 	 	 	         Sylvester Mapes 	 Aug. 31, 1853


Oct. 23, 1856 - July 15, 1863 Postmaster Date of Appointment 
	 	 	 	 	         William Hawks 	 Oct. 23, 1856

	 	 	 	 	         Henry C. Bross	 14 May 1862

DELAWARE BRIDGE POST OFFICE

Map showing 

Delaware Bridge 

Station and Post 

Oûce - Walling’s 

Route and City 

Guides  - Erie 

Railway - 1867
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TUSTEN POST OFFICE
From 1884 - 1913, there was a Tusten Post Office at the mouth of the Ten 
Mile River in the town of Tusten.  It was initially on the Star Route between 
Narrowsburg and Swamp Pond, later changed to the Star Route between 
Tusten and Masthope, PA.  In 1899, the Tusten Post Office was moved 1/4 
mi. S.W. to W.H. Hankin’s house on Crawford Road.  

Service 

Aug. 21, 1884 - Sept. 30, 1913 Postmaster          Date of Appointment 
   Richard Hankins          21 August 1884

   Mary Hankins                11 May 1887

   John F. Conner              15 December 1892

   William Bullivant            28 July 1893

   Richard H. Hankins       23 May 1896

   William H. Hankins        24 October 1899

   Mrs. Huldah E. Detrick  28 July 1913

1st Tusten post office (Aug. 21, 1884 - 
Sept. 5, 1899) operated from the 
Richard Hankings General store.

1st Tusten PO: 
Hankins store

Aug. 21, 1884 - 
Sept. 4, 1899

2nd Tusten PO: 
W. Hankins 
house Sept. 5, 
1899 - Sept. 30, 
1913

Republican Watchman - Aug. 29, 1884Tri-States Union - Sept. 21, 1899

Tusten PO - 
Map of the 

Catskills Forest 
Preserve - 1911
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FORESTINE/CRYSTAL LAKE POST OFFICE

From July, 1917 - December, 1917 a U.S. post office operated on the grounds 
of the Crystal Lake Resort as a convenience to its guests.

In April, 1917, Fred A. Kuenzil leased the Van Allen Grange property on 
Crystal Lake from Otto Gassmann with the intention of operating a summer 
resort, calling it the Crystal Lake Resort.

Mid-July - Mr. Kuenzil agreed to purchase the property from Mr. Gassmann.  
Within days, the Forestine post office moved to the Crystal Lake Resort, with 
the resort’s property manager, Anna H. Daullary, appointed postmaster.  Ms. 
Daullary called the Forestine post office “Crystal Lake” in correspondence 
with the Post Office Dept., but its name was never officially changed. 

October - Frederick Kuenzil sold the Crystal Lake Resort property to Emil 
Girard.

December - The Forestine/Crystal Lake post office was closed on Dec. 
31st. and its supplies delivered to White Lake, N.Y. the next day. 

Service

July 1917 - Dec. 1917 Postmaster            Date of Appointment 
	 	 	 	 	 	 Anna H. Daullary	    16 July 1917


Monticello 
Republican 
Watchman - 
July 6, 1917 

Monticello 
Republican 
Watchman - 
Jan. 11, 1918 
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The Erie Railroad was the Þrst long-line railroad in the United States. It was 

organized as the New York and Erie Railroad in July of 1833 but was not 

completed to Dunkirk, N.Y. until 1851.  It was built to enable the New York 
southern tier counties to compete e"ectively with the central New York 

counties served by the Erie Canal.  It was constructed largely through the 
labor of Irish and German immigrants, many whom settled in the region.#

The Þrst train on the Delaware Division passed through Narrowsburg on 

December 22, 1848. The ÒErieÓ opened a fast and direct connection with the 
N.Y.C. market, providing both passenger and freight service. The railroad 
shipped coal, lumber and agricultural products, including large quantities of 

milk, eggs, butter and poultry.  It also competed with the Delaware & Hudson 

Canal, carrying coal, lumber and other produce from the region to major 
markets. The railroad had an advantage, since it operated year-round while 
the canal closed for the winter.#

More than the D & H Canal before it, the Erie Railroad boosted local 
economies and the development of small towns along its route. Previously 
scarce commodities became more accessible via the railroad.#

Its passenger service became a vital part of the local economy as the train 
brought tourists in large numbers to the vacation spots that developed in the 

Upper Delaware River Valley.

THE ERIE RAILROAD

Erie Railroad Route Map (NYC Region) in 1923

TMR

Eggs waiting shipment from Narrowsburg to 

markets circa 1918.29
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RAILROAD STATIONS
Two miles above Port Jervis the Erie Railroad crossed into Pennsylvania 

because the Delaware and Hudson Canal, which occupied the east bank 
of the river, obtained a permanent injunction that preempted all rights to the 

bank upon which the canal was built. It recrossed the Delaware River back 

into New York on the Delaware Bridge, a distance above Tusten, ultimately 

contributing to its decline.  The present Bridge No. 9 was built in 1904 and 
is the fourth bridge on this site.#

When the Erie Railroad Þrst came through in 1848, Ten Mile River Village 

(later Tusten Settlement) merited a ßag stop at the Delaware Bridge.  The 

Erie later erected a station about a mile above the Village. This station was 

Þrst called Delaware Bridge Station and later Tusten Station. 

Stations on the Erie Railroad provided passenger service and enabled 
locally produced freight to be carried to markets.

Delaware Bridge - Harpers New York and Erie Railroad Guide - 1851
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DELAWARE BRIDGE STATION

The Erie Railroad erected a station here as early as 1849 where its tracks 
crossed the Delaware River from Pennsylvania to New York.  It was called 

Delaware Bridge Station and had a post o$ce from 1849-1863.

Delaware Bridge Station - Harpers New York and Erie Railroad Guide - 1851

Map showing Delaware Bridge Station and Post O!ce - WallingÕs Route and City Guides  - 

Erie Railway - 1867
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TUSTEN STATION
Tusten Station Þrst appeared on the Erie Railroad timetables in 1890.#

Service 

New York, Lake Erie and Western Railroad - Tusten Station had regularly 

scheduled morning service from 1891 - 1892, and evening service from 1893 - 

1895. There was usually one train per day, two trains during summer months.#

Erie Railroad - Tusten Station had regularly scheduled evening service from 

1896 - 1903. There was usually one train per day, two train trips during summer 
months. #

Tusten Station - Map of the Catskills Forest 

Preserve - 1911
Tusten Station - Damascus, PA Topographic Map 

- 1923

1893 Erie 

Timetable

Tusten Station - 1930s
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BROOKLYN SCOUTS

In 1928, the Þrst group of 900 Brooklyn Scouts took a ferry to Jersey City, a 

9:30 am ÒScout SpecialÓ train on the Erie Railroad to Tusten Station, then 

hiked several miles to Talequah Lodge at the north end of Rock Lake, and 
checked-in for camp.  Their camp luggage came up separately via Railway 
Express and was picked up by camp sta" in Narrowsburg.

Postcard of the ÒScout SpecialÓ arriving at Tusten Station

Brooklyn Scouts Departing Train at Tusten Station Brooklyn Scouts at Tusten Station with Bridge No. 

9 in background
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!With the completion of the New York and Erie Railroad to Dunkirk, N.Y. in 

1851, the entire region along its route was open for the Þrst time to 

widespread tourism.   In 1851, Harpers and Brothers published a guide to the 

railroad for tourists.  In 1854, the Erie Railroad published a Sightseeing 

Guide to landmarks along the train route, helping bring tourists to the region 
in large numbers."

In the mid-1850s, New York City had hot summers and was very congested.  

The Erie Railroad provided New Yorkers easy and inexpensive access to the 

cool and rural lands in the Upper Delaware River Valley with hunting, 
Þshing, and bathing opportunities.  Farm houses Þrst took on boarders, 

providing guests lodging and meals.  The Rock Lake House had a capacity 
of only twelve tourists.  Boarding houses and small hotels were later built 
speciÞcally for the tourist trade.  Families stayed for the summer while the 
fathers took quick train service to join them for the weekends."

Summer home directories made this possible by identifying tourist 

accommodations that were available for rental.  The Erie Railroad started 

publishing a free directory as early as 1881. The Brooklyn Daily Eagle 

published a comprehensive directory as early as 1899."

SUMMER HOME DIRECTORIES

HarperÕs New-York and 

Erie Railroad Guide - 

1851 (Reproduction)
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